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Talking about advocacy

• The Ideas Collective 

wrote a paper about this 

in 2013

• We asked some questions

• Some people told us 

what they thought

• We are updating the 

paper

• We would like your 

thoughts



Speakup is a self, group and 

peer advocacy organisation

What we do:

• Advocacy

• Friendly Information

• Training

• Employment

• Projects

• Charity Work

• Student Placements

• Group Work



Why is Advocacy Important?

https://bigsocietydis.wordpress.com/

We have been working 
with lots of top partners 
on a piece of research 
called Big Society 
Disability, Civil Society.

Researching three big 
themes each, these 
are:

• Employment

• Circles of Support

• Advocacy



Why is Advocacy Important?

https://bigsocietydis.wordpress.com/

• We have been leading 

Advocacy and this is what the 

research has found:

• Advocacy is important to people 

as they get their voices and 

opinions heard.

• Advocacy helps people to gain 

new skills.

• New friendships and relationships.

• Without Advocacy, people 

would be lost and they may not 

feel valued.



Funding Cuts to Advocacy?

• We know that funding 
Independent Advocacy is very 

difficult at the moment.

• Day Centres have closed 

down or just closing down.

• It’s great that people are living 

in the community, but for some 
people this can make them 

more isolated.

• It’s also affected people who 
are paid to work and more 

people are volunteering.



Why Advocacy Still Matters?

• Self Advocacy matters because 
people with learning disabilities 

and /or autism need the 

chance to talk about things that 

affect their lives and how to 

improve services.

• Self Advocacy groups also give 

people the chance to come 
together and feel empowered.

• Without Advocacy, people may 

not be able to fulfil their hopes 

and dreams.



What is the future for Advocacy?

• Without Advocacy People 

may not feel valued and 

empowered anymore.

• Sometimes, councils buy big 

Advocacy contracts which 

don’t protect peer, group 

and self advocacy support 

and the employment of self 

advocates would be lost.

• It’s very important to protect 

Advocacy for the future. 



Some questions

• Do the people who 
decide policy and 
buy services really 
understand what 
advocacy is?

• Do the people who 
plan and buy 
services understand 
about the different 
types of advocacy?



More questions

• Is the money being 
spent on advocacy 
making a difference 
to people’s lives?

• How is advocacy 
working for people 
who have personal 
budgets?

• What about people 
who don’t have 
them?



More questions

• Is the self-advocacy 

supporter role well 

understood?

• Why are learning 

disability partnership 

boards not working 

better?

• How is advocacy 

working for people 

with autism?



Thank you!
www.speakup.org.uk/

www.theideascollective.org.uk

http://www.speakup.org.uk/
http://www.theideascollective.org.uk/

